Harrison High School Chorus

Spring Trip 2010

San Francisco, CA

Information & Registration

Dear HHS Chorus Parents & Students, 


Again this year, we are thrilled to offer the opportunity for our students to travel on our annual spring trip. We will fly to San Francisco to perform, tour the city and learn about its history and culture, see at least one live Broadway type performance, participate in a choral clinic at Stanford University and much more. The trip will be a 2-day class field trip and the absences from school will not count against the students. We would love for each and every one of you to be able to go with us on this special trip. Please read through this information carefully and consider allowing your student to take this once in a lifetime opportunity and consider joining us yourself as a chaperone. 

Who gets to go?


All students who are reasonably sure they will be enrolled in a chorus class during the Spring Semester of 2010 are invited to travel with us. You need to know you have room for the class and be prepared to put it as your first choice elective during registration. You must first pay the non-refundable deposit to reserve your place on the trip and make all other installment payments on time whether you are in a Chorus class in the Fall or not. Any parent of a student who is traveling may also come along as a chaperone. Chaperones must adhere to the same payment schedule and must agree to complete the duties of a chaperone throughout the trip. 

When are we going?

Our most likely trip dates are Thursday, March 18th – Sunday, March 21st. There is still a very slight possibility these dates will change, but we will know for sure before deposits are due. We will fly out of Hartsfield-Jackson on Thursday morning and return late in the evening on Sunday. Students will miss 2 days of school, but will not be counted absent. Field trip absences do not count against you in any way, including exam exemptions for seniors. You are responsible for making up all work you miss while you are away, but this should not be a problem as you will be able to plan in advance. 

What will we do?


This is first a performing trip, so we will get to perform 2 public concerts – one at Union Square and the other is yet to be determined. This is also a learning trip, so we will participate in a choral master class at Stanford University. We will tour the city and surrounding area, including a ferry trip out to tour Alcatraz, a trip across the Golden Gate Bridge, a visit to Half Moon Bay, and a shopping stop at Fisherman’s Wharf. We will attend a live performance of Broadway’s hit “Legally Blonde: The Musical” and possibly a second live show. We will have dinner together at the San Francisco Hard Rock Café, and enjoy other local favorite restaurants. 

Where will we stay?


We are staying at the Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf. This is a nice hotel with inside hallways that is a safe location for our students. All students stay 4 to a room and chaperones stay 2 to a room. We will have a security guard hired specifically to watch over our group. 

How much will it cost?


The final trip cost is based on the number of people traveling and therefore cannot be determined until after the initial registration is complete. We are estimating the total cost to be between $925 and $1050.

What all is included in the price?

This cost includes all air and ground transportation, 3 nights hotel accommodations, all admissions, activity fees and tickets, 3 breakfasts and 3 dinners, all taxes and gratuities, a trip t-shirt, your trip music, the cost of the substitute teacher, the trip cost for our administrator to go along, a hotel security guard hired specifically for our group and a professional tour guide who will be with us throughout the entire trip. Travelers will only need to bring money for lunches (usually in food court type areas), snacks along the way and any souvenirs they choose to purchase.

When do I have to pay?


The non-refundable deposit of $200 that reserves your place on the trip is due on or before Thursday, September 3rd. The next three payments of $200 each will be due on October 6th, November 5th and December 8th. The balance remaining (which will be determined after we know how many are traveling) will be due on January 12th. 

What if I sign up, pay my deposit and then find out I cannot go?


Once you sign up and pay your deposit, you are committed to go on the trip as you will be counted in the total number of travelers, which determines the final price per person. Also, airline tickets will be purchased very soon after deposits are received, and they cannot be returned. So before you pay your $200 deposit, please be sure this is something you can do and want to follow through with to the end. All deposits and trip payments are non-refundable and once you sign up, you are expected to pay the entire cost as our Booster Club cannot be responsible for paying the remainder of anyone’s trip cost. If you discover that you can no longer go, the best thing to do is find someone to go in your place and take over your payments. Please let Mrs. Gunter know immediately if something should come up and she can try to help you find someone who would like to go in your place. Again, the total trip price is based on the number of travelers and cannot be changed once it is made official, so you must make a firm commitment when you decide to pay your deposit.

What can I do to help earn money for the trip?


Any money in your Chorus Student Account can be put towards your trip cost, as long as other required Chorus expenses are paid up to date. The first fundraiser of the year, Tupperware, is a great way to start. We will have 2 other major fundraisers this year. Beginning in mid-October, we will sell frozen food items including pizza, cookie dough and cheesecake.  You earn a direct $5 profit per item that you sell during this fundraiser. We will also sell Pampered Chef products beginning on the first day of Spring Semester. Although this fundraiser will not be complete by the time your final payment is due, any profit you have earned up to that payment due date can be put towards your final trip cost. We have had students pay for their entire trip cost with fundraisers – it can be done! It takes some work on your end, but it helps a great deal to defray the cost. Please note that your Student Account may not be used for trip payments (or any other optional activities) until your required expenses such as Chorus Dues and Uniform costs are paid in full. 


You may also want to ask friends and family to contribute to your trip cost for birthday or holidays gifts. They would love to see you get this unique opportunity to see San Francisco, perform there, and come back with memories that will last a lifetime! You can deposit donations into your student account at anytime. 

Do you need chaperones?


YES. We need parents who are willing to be responsible for a small group of our wonderful students throughout our experience. It takes very little work on your part and you get to enjoy all of the benefits of the trip and time away from home. Chaperones are responsible for checking in their group of students at various points, dispensing their medications and helping patrol the group just to be sure all is well. We have wonderful students in Chorus and that makes the chaperones job very easy. We also bring our administrator, Mrs. Thornton, along with us, so she handles any issues of discipline that might come up. Pricing for adults is the same as for students. Chaperones must adhere to the same payment schedule as the students and must therefore turn in a deposit of $200 by September 3rd. 

Will we have rehearsals outside of school before we go?


Yes. We will have 2-3 schedule rehearsals with the entire group that is going on the trip. Since we come from different classes, we must have some time to work together as a single group. Dates and times for these rehearsals will be announced as soon as possible and trip participants are expected to attend the rehearsals. 

How do I get signed up – I can’t wait! 


Fill out the attached registration form for yourself and any parent chaperones, and turn it in with your $200 non-refundable deposit to the drop box in the Chorus Room on or before Thursday, September 3rd. 


Harrison High School Chorus

Spring Trip 2010 – San Francisco, CA

REGISTRATION FORM

Student Name











Current Chorus Class



Grade Level





Parents: By signing below, I understand that I am making a commitment for my student to travel with the Harrison High School Chorus to San Francisco, California in the spring semester of 2010. I understand that I am paying a non-refundable deposit of $200 to reserve my student’s place on the trip and I am responsible for paying the full cost of the trip or finding an eligible replacement. I understand that I must adhere to the payment deadlines for each installment of the total cost. 

Print Parent’s Name











Parent’s Signature











CHAPERONES ONLY:  I would like to go along as a chaperone and I am also including my non-refundable deposit of $200. I understand that I will be responsible for a small group of students throughout the trip. I understand that I must adhere to the same deadlines and payment schedule as the student travelers.

Chaperone Name











REGISTRATION FORMS AND DEPOSITS ARE DUE ON OR BEFORE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO HHCB [Harrison High Choral Boosters] AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO THE DROP BOX IN THE CHORUS ROOM. 

